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| ntroduction to Geography
Geogr aphy 101- 3027
LW 214

Fall 2008
(3:45 - 6:40 PM

Leon Yacher
O fice Hours: Wednesday: 3:15 PM - 3:45 PM and by appoi nt nent.
Phone: 203-392-5825(voice nail) Fax: 203-392-5833
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PLEASE NOTE
It is strongly recommended that you take the required
I ntroductory English course before you take register for
this class.

OBJECTI VES: A survey of selected topics dealing with the relationship
between culture and nature. The mgjor intent of this course is to
provide an introduction to the field of geography by exposing the
student to geography's sub-fields as well as concepts (for exanpl e,
the rel ati onshi ps between econom ¢ and geographi ¢ processes which
affects the patterns, structure, and growh of man's econonic
activities.)

COURSE QUTCOVES: At the conpletion of this course, students should be
able to: 1) Understand and communi cate the geographi c | anguage of
spatial relationships and spatial organization; 2) Relate theoretical
spatial applications to real life situations; 3) To discern the

conpl exities of earth/human interconnections froma |ocation

per specti ve.

REQUI RED TEXTS: Introduction to Geography, by Arthur Getis, Judith
Cetis, and Jerone D. Fell mann, eleventh edition (McGawHi|l, 2008).

RECOMVENDED TEXT: Hammond World Atlas or Goode’s Wrld Atlas (edited
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by Howard Veregin, 21% edition, Rand McNally, 2005).

OTHER READI NGS: See the selected references section at the end of each
chapter of your required text. Each chapter includes a vast |ist of
i nternet sources available to you. WMke use of it!

GRADI NG Three exans -- each worth equally.
Two map qui zzes -- both worth one exam

MAKE- UP EXAM POLI CY: A penalty of 15 points will be assessed to a

m ssed exam or quiz without a confirnmed excuse. Exanms or quizzes not
made-up w Il automatically be given a grade of F. M ssed final exam
equals an F in the course.

ATTENDANCE POLI CY: You are expected to attend class regularly.
Attendance (or lack of) will not affect your grade. However, you are
responsible for all the material covered in class, whether you're
present or absent.

ACCOVMODATI NG STUDENTS W TH DI SABI LI TIES: |f you need course
adaptati ons or accommodations due to a disability, if you have
enmergency nedical information to share with me, or if you need speci al
arrangenents in case the building nust be evacuated, please nake an
appointment with nme as soon as possi bl e.

TERM REPORTS: Vol untary. Due on Wdnesday 3 Decenber. Topics |ist
avai |l abl e upon request and accessible in ny web site. Feel free to

di scuss your ideas with nme ahead of tinme. Also available are the

rul es regardi ng docunentation and bibliography. The paper shoul d be
between 7 (full pages) and 10 doubl e-spaced typed pages (plus
supporting illustrations and bibliography), and witten in a formal,
expository style. It should have a well-defined focus, address a
specific research question stated in a lucid introduction, evaluate
desi gns or make generali zations, and draw conclusions related to the
stated research question. Footnotes or endnotes are required. Use
only font size of 10 or 12. Any other size will not be accepted. My
| suggest that you submt to ne the paper at | east one week before the
absol ute deadline for my conments giving you an opportunity to edit
your work. Paper equals one examgrade (in addition to the above).

FI NAL EXAM Wednesday 17 Decenber, 3:45 - 5:45 PM

2



LECTURE SCHEDULE
TOPRPI C READI NGS
Week 1/2 - Introduction to geography Chapter 1

a) The Nature of geography

b) Evol ution of the discipline

c) Key concepts of geography

d) The | anguage of geography

e) Physical and Cultural attributes

f) Dynam smand interrel ati onshi ps of place
g) Thenes and organi zati on of the course

Week 2/3

Mappi ng Chapter 2

a) Earth grid and | ocation of places

b) Map projections and properties

c) Types of projections

d) Scal e and synbolization

e) Topographic and thematic maps

f) Renote sensing and aerial photography
g) Geographic information systens

QUIZ # 1 -- AFRICA AND THE AMERI CAS (24 Sept enber)

Week 3/4 - Geography of Landforns Chapter 3

a) Earth and tine

b) Movenent of earth and theories
c) Earth materials

d) Tectonic forces

e) G adational forces

f) Erosion and deposition

g) Landform regions

Week 4/5 - Weather and dinate Chapter 4

a) Basic definitions

b) Air tenperature

c) Air pressure and w nds

d) Ccean currents

e) Moisture in the atnosphere
f) Cdimte and regions

g) Cdimtic change

EXAM# 1 — 1 Cctober




Week 6 - Natural Resources Chapter 5

a) Term nol ogy
b) Energy resources and industrialization
c) Nonrenewabl e resources
d) Renewabl e resources
e) Non fuel mneral resources
f) Land resources
g) Resource nanagenent
Week 7 - Human | npact on the Environnment Chapter 12
a) Ecosystens and geography
b) I npact on water
c) Inpact on air and climte
d) Inpact of land and soils
e) Inmpact of plants and aninals
f) Solid-waste disposal
Week 8/9 - Popul ation Geography Chapter 6
a) Popul ation growh
b) Key ternms and definitions
c) The denographic transition
d) Relocation and inm gration
e) World popul ation distribution
f) Density, data and projections

QI Z # 2 -- ASIA, EUROPE, THE PACIFIC — 29 Cct ober

Week10/ 11 -
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Week 11/12 -

Cul tural Geography Chapter 7

Components of culture

I nteraction of people and environnment
Subsystens of culture

Cul ture change and diversity
CGeography of Language

Ceography of Religions

Gender and cul ture

Et hnicity and culture real ns

EXAM# 2 — 5 Novenber

Econom ¢ Geogr aphy Chapter 10
Cl assification of economc activity

Primary activities: agriculture
Subsi stence and Conmercial agriculture
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Secondary activities: Manufacturing
Transportation and aggl onerati on patterns
Tertiary and quaternary econom es

Wrld patterns of economc activity

Ur ban Geogr aphy Chapter 11

Key definitions

Function of urban areas

Location and econom c base of urban settings
Systens of urban settlenents

Inside the city

Subur bani zation in the United States

Worl d urban patterns

EXAM # 3 -- FINAL EXAM — 17 Decenber 2008




