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I nt r oduct i on t o Geogr aphy  

Geogr aphy 101- 3027 
LW 214 

Fal l  2008 
( 3: 45 -  6: 40 PM)  

                         
Leon Yacher  
Of f i ce Hour s:  Wednesday:  3: 15 PM – 3: 45 PM and by appoi nt ment .  
Phone:  203- 392- 5825( voi ce mai l )    Fax:  203- 392- 5833    

 
E- mai l :  yacher @sout her nct . edu       

Web si t e:  ht t p: / / home. sout her nct . edu/ ~yacher l 1/  
 

PLEASE NOTE 
  I t  i s  st r ongl y r ecommended t hat  you t ake t he r equi r ed 

I nt r oduct or y Engl i sh cour se bef or e you t ake r egi st er  f or  
t hi s c l ass.  

 
OBJECTI VES:  A sur vey of  sel ect ed t opi cs deal i ng wi t h t he r el at i onshi p 
bet ween cul t ur e and nat ur e.   The maj or  i nt ent  of  t hi s cour se i s t o 
pr ovi de an i nt r oduct i on t o t he f i el d of  geogr aphy by exposi ng t he 
st udent  t o geogr aphy' s sub- f i el ds as wel l  as concept s ( f or  exampl e,  
t he r el at i onshi ps bet ween economi c and geogr aphi c pr ocesses whi ch 
af f ect s t he pat t er ns,  st r uct ur e,  and gr owt h of  man' s economi c 
act i v i t i es. )  

 
COURSE OUTCOMES:  At  t he compl et i on of  t hi s cour se,  st udent s shoul d be 
abl e t o:  1)  Under st and and communi cat e t he geogr aphi c l anguage of  
spat i al  r el at i onshi ps and spat i al  or gani zat i on;  2)  Rel at e t heor et i cal  
spat i al  appl i cat i ons t o r eal  l i f e s i t uat i ons;  3)  To di scer n t he 
compl exi t i es of  ear t h/ human i nt er connect i ons f r om a l ocat i on 
per spect i ve.  
 
REQUI RED TEXTS:  I nt r oduct i on t o Geogr aphy ,  by Ar t hur  Get i s,  Judi t h 
Get i s,  and Jer ome D.  Fel l mann,  el event h edi t i on ( McGr aw- Hi l l ,  2008) .  
 
RECOMMENDED TEXT:  Hammond Wor l d At l as or  Goode’ s Wor l d At l as  ( edi t ed 
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by Howar d Ver egi n,  21st  edi t i on,  Rand McNal l y,  2005) .  
 
 
OTHER READI NGS:  See t he sel ect ed r ef er ences sect i on at  t he end of  each 
chapt er  of  your  r equi r ed t ext .   Each chapt er  i ncl udes a vast  l i s t  of  
i nt er net  sour ces avai l abl e t o you.   Make use of  i t !  
 
GRADI NG:  Thr ee exams - -  each wor t h equal l y.  
         Two map qui zzes - -  bot h wor t h one exam.  

 
MAKE- UP EXAM POLI CY:  A penal t y of  15 poi nt s wi l l  be assessed t o a 
mi ssed exam or  qui z wi t hout  a conf i r med excuse.   Exams or  qui zzes not  
made- up wi l l  aut omat i cal l y be gi ven a gr ade of  F.   Mi ssed f i nal  exam 
equal s an F i n t he cour se.  

 
ATTENDANCE POLI CY:  You ar e expect ed t o at t end cl ass r egul ar l y.   
At t endance ( or  l ack of )  wi l l  not  af f ect  your  gr ade.   However ,  you ar e 
r esponsi bl e f or  al l  t he mat er i al  cover ed i n c l ass,  whet her  you' r e 
pr esent  or  absent .  
 
 
ACCOMMODATI NG STUDENTS WI TH DI SABI LI TI ES:  I f  you need cour se 
adapt at i ons or  accommodat i ons due t o a di sabi l i t y ,  i f  you have 
emer gency medi cal  i nf or mat i on t o shar e wi t h me,  or  i f  you need speci al  
ar r angement s i n case t he bui l di ng must  be evacuat ed,  pl ease make an 
appoi nt ment  wi t h me as soon as possi bl e.  

TERM- REPORTS:  Voluntary.   Due on Wednesday 3 December .   Topi cs l i s t  
avai l abl e upon r equest  and accessi bl e i n my web si t e.   Feel  f r ee t o 
di scuss your  i deas wi t h me ahead of  t i me.   Al so avai l abl e ar e t he 
r ul es r egar di ng document at i on and bi bl i ogr aphy.  The paper  shoul d be 
bet ween 7 ( f ul l  pages)  and 10 doubl e- spaced t yped pages ( pl us 
suppor t i ng i l l ust r at i ons and bi bl i ogr aphy) ,  and wr i t t en i n a f or mal ,  
exposi t or y st y l e.   I t  shoul d have a wel l - def i ned f ocus,  addr ess a 
speci f i c  r esear ch quest i on st at ed i n a l uci d i nt r oduct i on,  eval uat e 
desi gns or  make gener al i zat i ons,  and dr aw concl usi ons r el at ed t o t he 
st at ed r esear ch quest i on.  Foot not es or  endnot es ar e r equi r ed.   Use 
onl y f ont  s i ze of  10 or  12.   Any ot her  s i ze wi l l  not  be accept ed.   May 
I  suggest  t hat  you submi t  t o me t he paper  at  l east  one week bef or e t he 
absol ut e deadl i ne f or  my comment s gi v i ng you an oppor t uni t y t o edi t  
your  wor k.   Paper  equal s one exam gr ade ( i n addi t i on t o t he above) .  
 

FI NAL EXAM:  Wednesday 17 December ,  3: 45 -  5: 45 PM.  
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LECTURE SCHEDULE 
 

       TOPI C                             READI NGS 
 
Week  1/2 - Introduction to geography             Chapt er   1 
 
          a)  The Nat ur e of  geogr aphy 
          b)  Evol ut i on of  t he di sci pl i ne 
          c)  Key concept s of  geogr aphy 
          d)  The l anguage of  geogr aphy 
          e)  Physi cal  and Cul t ur al  at t r i but es 
          f )  Dynami sm and i nt er r el at i onshi ps of  pl ace 
          g)  Themes and or gani zat i on of  t he cour se 
 
Week  2/3 - Mapping                               Chapt er   2 
 
          a)  Ear t h gr i d and l ocat i on of  pl aces 
          b)  Map pr oj ect i ons and pr oper t i es 
          c)  Types of  pr oj ect i ons 
          d)  Scal e and symbol i zat i on 
          e)  Topogr aphi c and t hemat i c maps 
          f )  Remot e sensi ng and aer i al  phot ogr aphy 
          g)  Geogr aphi c i nf or mat i on syst ems 
 
 

QUI Z # 1 - -  AFRI CA AND THE AMERI CAS ( 24 Sept ember )  
 
 
Week  3/4 - Geography of Landforms               Chapt er   3 
 
          a)  Ear t h and t i me 
          b)  Movement  of  ear t h and t heor i es 
          c)  Ear t h mat er i al s 
          d)  Tect oni c f or ces 
          e)  Gr adat i onal  f or ces 
          f )  Er osi on and deposi t i on 
          g)  Landf or m r egi ons 
 
 
Week 4/5 - Weather and Climate                   Chapt er   4 
 

          a)  Basi c def i ni t i ons 
          b)  Ai r  t emper at ur e 
          c)  Ai r  pr essur e and wi nds 
          d)  Ocean cur r ent s 
          e)  Moi st ur e i n t he at mospher e 
          f )  Cl i mat e and r egi ons 
          g)  Cl i mat i c change 
 
 

EXAM # 1 – 1 Oct ober  
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Week  6 - Natural Resources                      Chapt er   5 
 
          a)  Ter mi nol ogy 
          b)  Ener gy r esour ces and i ndust r i al i zat i on 
          c)  Nonr enewabl e r esour ces 
          d)  Renewabl e r esour ces 
          e)  Non f uel  mi ner al  r esour ces 
          f )  Land r esour ces 
          g)  Resour ce management  
 
 

Week  7 - Human Impact on the Environment        Chapt er  12 
 

          a)  Ecosyst ems and geogr aphy 
          b)  I mpact  on wat er  
          c)  I mpact  on ai r  and cl i mat e 
          d)  I mpact  of  l and and soi l s 
          e)  I mpact  of  pl ant s and ani mal s 
          f )  Sol i d- wast e di sposal  
 
 

Week  8/9  - Population Geography                Chapt er   6 
 
          a)  Popul at i on gr owt h 
          b)  Key t er ms and def i ni t i ons 
          c)  The demogr aphi c t r ansi t i on 
          d)  Rel ocat i on and i mmi gr at i on 
          e)  Wor l d popul at i on di st r i but i on 
          f )  Densi t y,  dat a and pr oj ect i ons 
 
 

QUI Z # 2 - -  ASI A,  EUROPE,  THE PACI FI C – 29 Oct ober  
 

 
Week10/11 - Cultural Geography                   Chapt er   7 
 
          a)  Component s of  cul t ur e 
          b)  I nt er act i on of  peopl e and envi r onment  
          c)  Subsyst ems of  cul t ur e 
          d)  Cul t ur e change and di ver si t y 
          e)  Geogr aphy of  Language 
          f )  Geogr aphy of  Rel i gi ons 
          g)  Gender  and cul t ur e 
          h)  Et hni c i t y and cul t ur e r eal ms 
 
 

EXAM # 2 – 5 November  
 
 
Week 11/12 - Economic Geography                      Chapt er  10 
 
          a)  Cl assi f i cat i on of  economi c act i v i t y 
          b)  Pr i mar y act i v i t i es:  agr i cul t ur e 
          c)  Subsi st ence and Commer ci al  agr i cul t ur e 
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          d)  Secondar y act i v i t i es:  Manuf act ur i ng 
          e)  Tr anspor t at i on and aggl omer at i on pat t er ns 
          f )  Ter t i ar y and quat er nar y economi es 
          g)  Wor l d pat t er ns of  economi c act i v i t y 
 
Week 13/14 - Urban Geography                         Chapt er  11 
 
          a)  Key def i ni t i ons 
          b)  Funct i on of  ur ban ar eas 
          c)  Locat i on and economi c base of  ur ban set t i ngs 
          d)  Syst ems of  ur ban set t l ement s 
          e)  I nsi de t he ci t y 
          f )  Subur bani zat i on i n t he Uni t ed St at es 
          g)  Wor l d ur ban pat t er ns 
 

EXAM # 3 - -  FI NAL EXAM – 17 December  2008 

 
 


